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Attached is a letter (with translation) I have just received from 
Jean Sainteny. 


It reports that Pham van Dong made some extremely interesting 
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Hanoi. The conversation was remarkably unvituperative. Dong 
made six specific points in response to Sainteny' s questions; the 
following three points were most significant: 


n In the case where [U.S. ] forces would retire outside 
of their territory, [NVN] units would themselves fall 
back beyond the actual line of demarcation. M 

"Accordingly, an end would be put to infiltration . 11 

* 

The contacts which Sainteny had arranged will be 
maintained, and Xuan Thuy will shortly return to Paris 
where he will pursue them. 



This is the first time they have mentioned mutual withdrawals and 
ending infiltration. While there are obviously many unanswered 
questions, such as who would withdraw first or if we would withdraw 
together, and whether they would withdraw from Laos and Cambodia, 
these are significant statements. 


The statement that they wish to maintain contacts through this channel 
is also significant. 



I assume that we shall hear from Xuan Thuy at some point in the near 
future, and that he will request another meeting with me. Unless 
circumstances have changed in the interval, I would propose to work 
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I will, of coarse, seek your specific approval before undertaking such, i 
a meeting, I do not believe that I should under any circumstances 
seek a meeting with Xuan Thuy. We should not appear anxious. 


We might at some point ask Sainteny to come to Washington, He has 
indicated to me recently that he will be unable to leave France in the 
immediate future. 


In sum, the letter indicates that we are tortuously getting to them. 
The fact that Bo called on Sainteny after the latter's return from 
Hanoi shows their interest. I believe that this letter makes it all 
the more important that we show discipline in the coming months, to 
demonstrate that we are not on the skids. 


Attachment 
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Translation of Letter Received from Jean Saintetr 

September 20, 1969 




v 


v .-j - : ■ - 

for; 

Ik r".. 

ttV. /• 


Dear Friend, 


In the course of a long meeting that I had on September 9, the 
day of Ho*s funeral- with Pham van Dong, he said to me that he was, in ; 
effect au courant with our conversations and v/ith the meeting which 
took place at my apartment between Xuan Thuy, Mai van Bo, and yourself. 
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At the very first, he pretended to attach only very little 
importance to it, but he nevertheless acknowledged that public 
negotiations would have little chance to succeed and that a ‘‘parallel 11 
and direct contact was useful. 
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the President - trans. ] underlining that he was not able to accord tbe 
least value to words, reserving judgment for acts. 

When 1 indicated to him that I had drawn from my conversations 
with your friend and you the conviction that you were sincerely 

desirous to find, in order to put an end to this affair, a solution 
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acceptable for both parties, he responded to me: VI see that they 
have convinced you, but we, we are not able to take them at their 
words: only acts will convince us. 11 


To my precise questions, he nevertheless responded as 
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follows : 
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In the case where your forces would retire outside 
of their territory, their units would themselves fall 
back beyond the actual line of demarcation. 

Consequently, an end would be put to infiltration. 

The South should be totally independent. That would 
signify that you ought to pull back [your own forces - 
trans. ] "in all its forms. 11 

My interlocutor restated the affirmations of the 
deceased [Ho - trans. ] and has confirmed to me that 
he wished a neutralist government in the South. 
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5. There are the 10 points of the Front, which ought 

to serve as a basis for all serious negotiations, F-^/V 

- r 
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6 . The contacts which I was able to establish will be ; 

maintained and it is Xuan Thuy who will return to - . 

Paris and pursue them. Xuan Thuy himself has 
confirmed to me that he would return to Paris 
shortly, but he did not give me a fixed date. 

. ir - 

At Paris, Mai van Bo, (who had come to see me August 5 to tell : 
me of his satisfaction with the meeting which he had had the previous p 
day with you, but also his regret that the conversation had not been. i-i'p . 
more constructive), came to see me September 18. He was manifestly -, 
curious about the tenor of my meeting with Pham van Dong, as well . pp-.': 
as about the position of the latter with regard to the parallel, open £pT: ' 
track. He seemed satisfied with Dong's approval. In leaving. Bo said : 
he himself was very discouraged by the attitude of your friend, of whom 

"the acts contradict the words. " 

* — •» ■ , .. .. «• *• ■ ^ 

I have drawn from my meetings with those ministers that I • 

met there [Hanoi - trans. ], the impression that they were thinking 
about the period after the war as an eventuality perhaps 6 till far away, 7 

but for which they ought to prepare themselves. ”| 

It will interest you perhaps to know that the presence of France; 
at the funeral was appreciated and that I was personally very well 
received. . - - 1 


My impression is that Pham van Dong remains the strong man 
of the country, who, for the moment, has been plunged into a real 
grief. . 

" « , 
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This is the essence of what I am able to say in this note* It is 
evident that while Dong has effectively held the conversation with me 
that I am reporting to you, I am not, however, able to guarantee for 
you its sincerity. 

I would very much wish to have a conversation with you, for 
it is difficult for me to follow the evolution of your politics through 
the press and to find therein the responses to the questions which 
are posed me by my interlocutors. 
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Very amicably yours, £ 
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[P. S. ] 


I would like to know that this letter finds you in good fortune. 


It appears clear that it is because Ho was already near the 
.end that my trip in June did not receive the approval for which we 
were hoping* He was certainly not capable of sustaining a conversa- 
tion and he would not risk that the world know of it. 
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A * 


Cher ami } 

* 

Au cours du long entretien que j'ai eu^e 9 septembre, jour 

des obseques a ! fi. avec Paul, celui-ci m’a ait qu’il etait en 

fet au courant de nos conversations et de la rencontre qui av 

eu lieu k mon domicile entre Xavier, Maurice et vous-m&ne. 

II a tout d’abord feint de n'y attacher que tres peu d'irnpd 
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tance, mais il a cependant reconnu que des n4gociations sur 3 
place publique avaient peu de chances d’aboutir et qu'un coni 

"narallele" et direct etait utile. 

• . 1 

II a ensuite mis en doute les v^ritables intentions de voti 
ami, soulignant qu'il ne pouvait accorder la moindre valeur s 
paroles, se r£sfcrvant de juger aux actes* 

t , 

Lorsque je lui indiquai que j'avais retire de mes conversal 

• • 

avec votre ami et vous-m6me la conviction que vous dtiez sine 

t 

ment desireux de trouver, pour mettre fin k cette affaire, ur 
solution acceptable pour les deux'parties, il m *a rdpondu : n 
vois qu f ils vous ont convaincu, mais nous, nous ne pouvons nc 
laisser prendre k leurs paroles : seuls des actes nous convajj 
cront." 1 - 

A mes questions precises, il a cependant rdpondu ce qui su^ 

1. Dans le cas ou vos forces seraient retirdes hors da leur 
terr&toire , leurs unites seraient eiles— mSmes repli^es au— de^ 
de l'actuelle ligne de demarcation. 

2. Par voie de consequence, il serait mis fin aux infiltrati<! 

3. Le Sud doit §tre totalement independant. Cela veut dire qtj 
vous devez vous en retirer " sous toutes les formes”. 

4. Mon interlocuteur d repris les affirmations du defunt et r 
confirme eju'il souhaitait un gouvernement neujraliste dans 1< 
Sud . 

5. Ce sont les dix points du Front qui doi vent servir de bas 
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toute negociation sdrieuse. 

6. Les contacts que j'ai pu etablir seront maintenus et c. 
Xavier qui retournera a Paris et les poursuivra. Xavier n 
confirms lui-meme qu'il rentrerait a Paris prochainement 
ne m'a pas fixe de date . 

A 

A Paris, Maurice, (qui etait venu me voir le 5 aout pour, 
dire sa satisfaction de l'entretien qu'il avait eu la vei, 
avec vous, mais aussi son regret que cette conversation n 
pas ete plus constructive^, est revenu me voir le 18 septe; 
bre. II etait manifestement curieux de la teneur de non e 
tretien avec Paul, ainsi que de la position de celui-ci , 
l'egard de la voie ! parallele ouverte. II a semble satisfai 
de 1 'approbation de Paul. En revanche, Maurice se,dit tre 

d^gu par 1' attitude de votre ami, dont " les actes contrej 

! 

disent les paroles". 

J*ai retire de mes entretiens avec ceux des ministres a 
j *ai‘ rencontres,. la-bas, que 1 'impression que l'on songeai 
l'apres-guerre comme k une eventuality peut-£tre lointain 
encore, maidk laquelle il fallait se preparer . 

r 

II vous ; interessera peut-$tre de savoir que la presence 
la France aux obsfeques de H. a ete appryciee et que j'ai 
personnellement tres bien accueilli. 


Mon impression est que Paul reste l'homme fort d'un paj 
$ui , pour 1' instant, est plonge dans une reelle afflict! 

i 

Voila l'ess£ntiel de ce que je puis vous dire par cett 
note. II est bien evident que si Paul m'a‘tenu les propos 
que je vous rapporte,je ne puis cependant vous en garanti 
la sincerity. 

J'aurais beaucoup souhaite avoir une conversation avec 
vous, car il m'est bien difficile de suivre 1‘ evolution 
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votre politique a travers la presse et d'y trouver les r^ 
ses aux questions qui me sont posses par ime§ interlocut 

Bien aiaicalement votre 
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